When I walk (or cycle) along the Wellingborough Road I am struck by how many restaurants there are and how they all manage to survive.  Not all do survive and a few have changed hands, some more than once since I have lived in Abington.
With approximately 120 churches in Northampton you might be forgiven for thinking how do they all survive?  Although a few have changed hands, (as it were) and some buildings have not survived, it is remarkable that we have such diversity of churches in our town.  Remarkable or scandalous?

It is remarkable in that over the last 30/40 years the face of the Church has changed very significantly.  Older churches have been renewed and enriched by the presence of many of their members who have come to worship with them from Eastern Europe, the Caribbean, Africa, South Asia and the Far East.  It is remarkable that newer churches have been established, grown and make a significant contribution to the life and witness of Christians in the town.  It is scandalous that in a town of 200,000 people, less than 10% are regular worshippers in our churches.  It remains a scandal that while we pray for Christian unity, with some very notable exceptions, we do very little to seek the visible and spiritual unity in Christ that we claim.
Micklethwait and Woodridge, in their book, “God is back”, appear to claim that Christianity thrives in a free market context, so the more choice and the more competition, the better.  This model is flawed, not least because it denies the prayer of Jesus, that we may be one and undermines, the one Lord, one faith and one baptism we find in our mutual turning to Christ.

So let us commit ourselves afresh to pray, work and be open to the Holy Spirit’s moving among us that we may be one and so witness to the Christ who will gather together all things into one.

This hardly constitutes a report to the AGM and belies another busy year in our work.  I am grateful to the Enabling Group for their commitment and work and especially to Ted Hale, who epitomises “administration’ as one of the spiritual gifts of the Church.  Fr John Udris as one-time Moderator and then Vice-Moderator of CTN made a significant contribution to our work and we welcome Fr Mark Floody as Dean at Northampton Cathedral.
I highlight two events in the past year: John Richardson at a joint evening with Faithworks Northampton came to speak about sharing church buildings and our 2nd Faithfest event, which was the Christian contribution to Northampton’s keeping of National Inter Faith Week.  In different ways they demonstrate that despite differences, challenges and difficulties when we do things together we are enriched,
I commend to you Cardinal Walter Kasper’s article, “A vision of Christian Unity for the Next Generation”.  Available on www.thetablet.co.uk/article/6889.

