Churches Together in Northampton - AGM - Minutes
Sunday January 22nd 2012   5.00 p.m.

 The Abbey Centre Chapel, Overslade Close, East Hunsbury, Northampton NN4 0RZ 
Opening Prayer - was offered by the Moderator
Apologies   - Richard Appleby, Carl Huggins, Jonathan Kimber, Aideen Fogarty, Nelson Oenga, Hilary Tunbridge
Attendance - 43 people were in attendance for the AGM
Minutes of AGM Sunday January 23rd 2011 had been previously circulated with 2012 agenda. Agreed nem com.
Moderator’s Reflections (These are attached) 
Accounts and Treasurer's Report (These are attached)
The treasurer was asked what CTN received for its contribution to Shire & Soke.  Gill Crow, Shire & Soke development officer for Northamptonshire, spoke of her role. CTN helps fund Gill's post. Through Shire & Soke CTN is also linked to CTE, CTBI, etc.
Other Reports
Hope Centre & FISH had sent reports prior to the meeting which had been circulated with agenda. (Reports also attached hereto)

Brief verbal reports were given by:-

Bible Society - Andrew Behrens reported on the fact that The Bible Society no longer intends to work through local action groups, but directly to individual churches. However, the small local action group retains its aim to promote the use and appreciation of the Bible, plus support for the Bible Society which is still far and away the greatest provider of Bibles across the world in many different languages.  (Contact and other details for the Bible Society from Andrew are attached.) 
Northampton Network for Justice & Peace - Margaret Williams gave a report including an invitation for anyone to join them at their monthly vigil, first Saturday in Abington Street by the Cobbler Statue. (Her report is attached).
Crime to Christ - Maggie Marr spoke about this organisation which relates to, and helps young people taken into police custody.

Joe Story - on Logos noted that it is primarily for inter-church events, or events which have wider significance. It is not for advertising churches normal activities.
Christian Aid - Pat Johnson gave a brief report. Two special things to note:-

i. This year Churches will need to order their own Christian Aid week street collection materials direct from Christian Aid. If your church cannot manage street collections, please organise a fund-raising evening.
ii. A quiz night with food, Knowledge & Nosh, has been arranged for Saturday February 25th. Look out for more details.
Moderator's item: 
The central concern is for people who sleep on the streets when temperatures are less than zero.

In Northampton the best way forward is for churches who want to be involved, and/or who have volunteers, to liaise with The Hope Centre who can provide relevant training..
Also contact the Hope Centre if you wish to participate in/support Poverty & Homelessness Action Week Jan 29 - Feb 5th 2012. See attached newsletter for contact details
Also worth consideration is Shelter in a Pack (produced by Housing Justice). For information on this go to http://www.housingjustice.org.uk/pages/dedicated-page-for-shelter-in-a-pack.html
Introduction and recognition of new churches or ministers or officers 
Ministers new to the town, or first time attendees, were invited to introduce themselves.
Tope Ademidan (Like-minded Christians), Andrew Symes (Church on the Heath), Becky Calcroft (Abington Avenue URC community liaison development), Michelle Cotton (St. Peter's). Simon Ellis (Duston URC and ecumenical officer) were amongst those who introduced themselves.
Election of Officers:  
The following were elected to office:  Moderator - David Wiseman, Deputy Moderator - Adina Curtis, Treasurer - Lesley Goulbourne, Secretary - Ted Hale, (Logos Editor is Joe Story). 
Various thanks were given. 

Enabling group Membership
Time did not allow discussion of this item, but nominations for new members are needed. Traditionally each denomination in membership with CTE has provided two representatives - usually one clergy and one non-clergy. Currently needed are a Church of England lay-person, a United Reformed Church lay-person, a member or officer of the Salvation Army. Representatives from other church traditions are also welcome (e.g. Pentecostal, Evangelical, Charismatic, House-church, etc.)
     Enabling group meetings:   Thurs. 16-2-12,  Tues. 27-3-12,  Tues. 19-6-12,  Thurs. 20-9-12,  Tues. 13-11-12
Website management 
Note: Caroline Johnson has suggested CTN begin to use facebook, twitter, etc. Tope and others will relate to see what is possible.
AOB 
Teresa Brown introduced two items: The first connected with the Olympic torch relay and opportunities this presents for witness. The second an interfaith football competition for young people.  Teresa's report on these is attached.
THE VENUE for 2013 has not been fixed - OFFERS OF HOSPITALITY WILL BE WELCOMED - ESPECIALLY BY CHURCHES WHO NORMALLY HAVE A SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE.
The AGM was followed at 6.00 p.m. by the CTN Annual Service
The service was conducted by Rev. Gareth Shepherd - Minister of Abbey Centre Baptist Church 
Fr. Mark Floody, Dean of Northampton Cathedral, preached on the subject of Christian Unity - 
Jane Dowson made a presentation on Street Church. Offers of help by individuals to help serve the guests, or churches to help with the provision of food are needed.
